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Carver Center students earn 17 National Medals in 
prestigious Scholastic Art & Writing Program 

 
 

Towson, MD – George Washington Carver Center for Arts and Technology students have earned 17 

National Medals in the Alliance for Young Artists & Writers’ prestigious Scholastic Art & Writing 

Program, the nation’s longest running arts recognition program for students in Grades 7 – 12.  

 

The 2023 program began with more than 300,000 entries from U.S. territories, Canada, and every state 

in the nation. Of those, more than 40,000 earned regional recognition, and nearly 2,000 were honored 

with national medals. Top National Medalists are invited to a National Awards Ceremony in June at 

Carnegie Hall in New York City.  

 

Maryland students earned 48 medals, and Carver Center students earned 35 percent of those. The 

following medals were received by BCPS students: 

 

Gold Medal Portfolio Award (The program’s highest honor, only 16 awarded – 8 each in art and writing 

– from more than 7,000 portfolios entered. Prize includes $12,500 scholarship for Adebowale and a 

$1,000 award for their writing teacher Rebecca Mlinek.) 

• Taiwo Adebowale, “Rosetta,” writing portfolio 

 

Gold Medals 

• Lila Kassouf, “Drinking Stars,” poetry 

• Jada McAliley, “Nostalgia,” drawing and illustration 

• Jada McAliley, “Sunday Relaxation,” painting 

• Sydney McDonald, “Silenced,” photography 

https://www.bcps.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2828&pageId=66781583
https://www.artandwriting.org/
https://www.artandwriting.org/
https://medals.artandwriting.org/


• Vivian Orta, “Desconectada,” painting 

• Avery Yoder-Wells, “Ceres,” poetry 

 

American Visions Medal (a visual arts award) 

• Sydney McDonald, “Silenced,” photography 

 

Silver Medal with Distinction (Prize includes $2,000 scholarship) 

• Marissa Bookoff, “I’d Say We’re Getting Older,” art portfolio 

 

Silver Medals 

• Tiara Izella Aragon, “Slipping,” poetry 

• Nate Fink, “peachy keen,” painting 

• Jamie Griffin, “Tapestries,” personal essay & memoir 

• Hahmini Lewis, “Removing the stimulation,” art portfolio 

• Jada McAliley, “You Don’t Want Nun,” drawing and illustration 

• Dua Naqvi, “Magic in the Air,” photography 

• Abby Yusuf, “admiration of the human condition.” writing portfolio 

• Abby Yusuf, “The Night.” flash fiction 

 

‘We are so proud of these students for their outstanding artistic achievements,” said BCPS 

Superintendent Dr. Darryl L. Williams, “and we are so appreciative of the many ways that their teachers 

and families have nurtured their growth. Our school system is fully committed to arts education as an 

integral part of each student’s overall academic experience and personal development.”   

 

In a news release, Chris Wisniewski, executive director of the Alliance for Young Artists & Writers, said: 

“Since its inception 100 years ago, the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards has been a one-of-a-kind 

program that encourages the passions, talents, and perspectives of millions of teens from across the 

nation. Every year, we at the Alliance are ceaselessly amazed and impressed with the creative output of 

our country’s teens, and this year is no exception. Today, we are making Awards history by welcoming 

our centennial class of national medalists, who will be celebrated for their creative prowess, candor, and 

ingenuity. They’re worthy successors to the visionary alumni of the program who came before them, 

while pointing the way toward the future of American creative life.” 

 

Since its founding in 1923, those honored by the Scholastic Art & Writing Program have made notable 

contributions to the arts. Alumni include National Youth Poet Laureate Amanda Gorman, author 

http://mediaroom.scholastic.com/press-release/scholastic-art-writing-awards-announce-100th-annual-class-national-medalists


Stephen King, actor John Lithgow, author Sylvia Plath, actor and director Robert Redford, artist 

Tschabalala Self, artist Andy Warhol, and artist Charles White. 

 
# # # 

   
  
Baltimore County Public Schools, the nation’s 22nd largest school system, emphasizes literacy across all subject 
areas and warm, healthy school climates to prepare every student for college and careers. Thanks to innovative 
and talented leaders, teachers, and staff, BCPS celebrates many honors. 
 

http://www.bcps.org/
https://teambcps.exposure.co/categories/honors

